Study Time #7
Ephesians 1:12-14
“so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”
Gotta know these words:

· Hope: Greek word is proelpizo; to hope in advance of other confirmation; first trust.
· Believed: Greek word is pisteuo; means not just to believe, but also to be persuaded of; and hence, to place confidence in, to trust and signifies, in this sense of the word, reliance upon, not mere credence, hence it is translated ‘commit unto,” “commit to one’s trust,” and ‘to be committed unto.”

· Sealed: (will be explained later on)

· Guarantee: Greek word is arrabon; a pledge; part of the purchase- money or property given in advance as security for the rest.

~First, we must examine the phrase, ‘in Christ,’ briefly.  What is ‘in Christ?’  According to a pastor/author Kent Hughes, Paul mentions the phrase, ‘in Christ,’ 169 times, give or take.  He states that this term was not used before the writings of Paul and was considered rare after Paul’s writings.  Why could this phrase not have been used before Paul wrote?  

~ ‘In Christ’ does not include everyone.  If that is true who does this pertain to?

*** If we are ‘in Christ’ a complete transformation has had to take place in that person.  We have been made alive!!  Check out the verses 2 Corinthians 5:17 and 1 Corinthians 15:22.  Therefore, this implies a change from death to life.***
~ There seems to be a significant tie between the words ‘heard’ and believed’ in v. 13.  How are you able to believe in Him according to v.13?

Nugget of Truth

“Sealed”- In the ancient world an owner would show his possession of something by placing a seal on it.  God has done this for us by tagging us in our hearts.  He has left His Holy Spirit for us as evidence of our sealing, which is called the “guarantee” or “deposit.”  The “guarantee” is a down payment which announced that more of the same would be coming, this is just the first installment.  
Application:

BELIEVERS IN CHRIST ARE GOD’S POSSESSION!!!!!  And not only on this earth but also in heaven we will get the FULL payment of our inheritance.  A good way to picture this is: say your parents said they had a savings fund for you and it was only worth $50 at the time.  They said you could not have it until you were 50 years old, though.  Once you turn 50 you go to the bank and think you are getting $50 maybe for a nice dinner with some friends.  But instead, the banker calls you into his office and hands you $500,000,000!!  Whoa!!  You were not even imaging this much!!   I think the same will happen when we get to heaven and receive the rest of our inheritance.  What a treasure!!
***What is your response to this truth in vs. 12-14? ***
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